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 —Celebrate our Legacy of Struggle

 —Create new opportunity for our children

 —Consider Historical Trends which 
Impact Current Ones

 —Identify educational trends which impact 
progress

 —Promote a multicultural approach to content

 —Link the community to the classroom



 Mendez vs. Westminster, 1946

 Brown vs. Board Education, 1954

 Civil Rights Movement, 1950s-1960s

 Voting Rights Act, 1965

 Integrated vs. Segregated Schools

 Carter G. Woodson and “The Miseducation of 
the Negro”

 Reaganomics and Its Effects, 1980s



Brown vs. Board 
of Education



1957

2017





 “When did I lose my confidence?  Right after I 
left elementary”.

 -Oct. 10th, 12th Grader

 “The girls will always do better than us”.

 -Oct.10th, 10th Grader

 “I have to help my mom learn. She can’t help 
me. She does her best.”

-Oct. 10th, 10th Grader



 Statewide, there continued to be a dramatic 
gap between black and Latino students’ test 
scores and those of their white peers — a gap 
that civil rights groups point to as an 
illustration of troubling disparities in the 
quality of education.- L.A. Times, September 2017

 http://www.latimes.com/local/education/la-me-california-
test-scores-20170927-story.html

http://www.latimes.com/local/education/la-me-california-test-scores-20170927-story.html






 Single Parent 

 Incarcerated Siblings or Parent/Guardian

 Minorities and Suspensions

 Violence in Urban Communities

Population Reference Bureau, 2012



 Boys tend to talk more in class than girls do.

 Girls tend to work harder on classroom 
assignments than boys do.

 Western culture places high value on individual 
achievement vs. working in a group.

 Western culture shows others what they can do 
vs. private practice for mastery.

 Disproportionate amount of low-come families 
lack adequate nutrition  and healthcare

 Failing students often view the  curriculum as  
having little or no relevance to their lives



 Fail at what age?

 Disproportionately learn differently 

Who Teaches Me vs. What I Need to Learn

 Labeled 

 Hands folded and straight ahead? No.

 Get stuck at one level unable to progress

How do they define themselves? How has 
history defined them?



 “As many as two-thirds of students and an even 
larger percentage of minority males are visual-
picture, oral/auditory, and tactile/kinesthetic 
learners (right-brain). However, most of the 

learning activities are oriented toward visual-print 
learners (left-brain). According to Kunjufu, this 
conflict between pedagogy and minority male 

learning styles has created a disastrous learning 
environment for right-brain students, and it must 
be resolved if minority boys are to improve their 

classroom performance”.

 -Kunjufu, Minority Males in Special Education



“ 



 Dylann Roof  became the first person 
sentenced to die for a federal hate crime in 
the entire history of the United States of 
America.

 What did he learn as a child? What didn’t he 
learn as a child?



“Sometimes it's the teachers, not just the students, who 
need extra help when it comes to success in the 
classroom. Minority students, especially males, are often 
taught by someone who can't relate to their backgrounds 
and their struggles. "What does a typical K through 12 
teacher look like? A white female," says John Michael Lee 
Jr., the assistant vice president of alumni affairs and 
advancement at Florida A&M University.

And when boys are socialized with people who don't look 
like them, it can make them question their place in the 
classroom, he says. This problem isn't just for teachers 
in elementary-school education. Faculty members, Lee 
says, need to learn how to address the unique needs of 
minority boys”. – July 2015

https://www.usnews.com/best-colleges/famu-1480


 Learn more about the social construction of race 
and racism in the United States, including how race 
provides systems of advantage and disadvantage

 Reflect on their own racial identity and how it has 
shaped your life experiences—personal inquiry is a 
necessary prerequisite to facilitating inquiry among 
others

 Foster a sense of safety around conversations on 
race by encouraging participants to take 
responsibility for their own learning and 
interactions, to respect each other, to avoid blame 
and snap judgments, and to allow for mistakes

 Create a meaningful blueprint that includes 
sustained inquiry, examination of challenges, and a 
plan to meet the needs of colleagues or students as 
they explore the emotional territory of race.

 INTEGRATE THE CURRICULUM
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 The Common Core is a set of high-quality 
academic standards in mathematics and 
English language arts/literacy (ELA). These 
learning goals outline what a student should 
know and be able to do at the end of each 
grade.

 “If they didn’t get it, they will continuously 
fail.”



The Collaborative Approach

 Diverse Content

 Critical Thinkers

 High Scores

 Transfer Emotions 

 Serves our ELLs and Oral Linguistics

 Diffuse Aggression 

 Consistent and Long-Term Activities-
Stability



 Boys are………
 Strong

 Intimidating

 Hard

 In Control

 Respected

 Athletic

 Powerful

 Breadwinner

Academic leadership empowers!!!



Opportunities to Advance= Education/Skill
Freedom to advance unless you’re not free.

Wealthy

Middle 

Low income

0-12
13-18
19-79



 A major decrease in the dropout rate occurred in 
the mid-80s. The long-term decline is, at least in 
part, related to increased incarceration rates 
among young black and Hispanic males 
(disproportionately affecting dropouts), which 
more than doubled between 1980 and 1999, 
removing them from the population base (non-
institutionalized civilians) used for these 
estimates.

 Childtrends.org 





 Acknowledging that our schools are in crisis.
 Pay attention to the people who make up the 

system
 Positive cultural changes
 Reciprocal accountability- Expectations
 Race- exploring our core values and beliefs
 Changing Practices
 “True change can only be realized when those 

engaged in enacting it operate with an entirely 
different set of thoughts, beliefs, and values 
and take radically different actions from those 
taken in the past.” Audre Lorde

The Art of Coaching, Elena Aguilar



 “I had a sense of family”

 “I felt love”

 “Nothing to do”

 “The only thing I know



 Guest speakers ( Literacy Handout)

 Non-profit organization

 Parents

 Local colleges

“ I Hear You, I See You”



 Case Managers

 Therapists

 Family Therapy

 Anger Management

 Probation Officers

 Small Classes



 Community-Based Opportunities

-Already funded entities in your 
community

-Local, state, and federal accountability

 Title I Resources in Urban Schools

-Math and English Remediation

-Delinquent, Foster, Low Income

 Exceptional Student Opportunities-
Adversity=Opportunity

 School Accountability (SDM, PTA, and ELAC)

 Independent Living Programs/Group Homes

 Parent Partnership Is A Must
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