
b o a r d  o f  d i r e c t o r s

Families In Schools 
(FIS) targets low-income, 
communities of color 
knowing that education 
remains the single most 
important opportunity 
for them. fis seeks to 
help parents become 
knowledgeable and 
confident advocates for 
their children’s education, 
and allies and partners 
with schools. 

students are more likely 
to succeed when schools, 
families and communities 
work together in partnership 
to maximize and support 
student learning.

“ families in schools’ programs have changed us for 
the better. We’ve always put our children first, and 
now we know the system. We work with the teachers. 
We are just smarter parents.“   – Liz Ochoa, Parent
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o U r  h i s t o ry
rigorous research in the 1990s indicated that parent engagement is a key strategy to 
improve student and school performance. families in schools was created in 2000 to 
focus on family engagement as a critical component of school reform and increased 
student outcomes, in particular for students from low-income and communities of color.

our miss ion
To involve parents and communities in their children’s 
education to achieve lifelong success.

o U r  W o r k
•  Developing and implementing workshops for 

families on issues including early education, 
family literacy, and college planning

•  Training school staff on effective parent 
outreach strategies

•  Advocating for policies that foster parent 
engagement

•  Creating awareness campaigns on key 
educational issues

h i g h l i g h t s
•  Engaged 500,000 families through 

education awareness campaigns
•  Impacted more than 140,000 

families through workshops
•  Trained over 3,600 school-staff on 

parent engagement strategies
•  Successfully advocated for more 

funding to parent centers, greater 
choices for parents, and higher 
quality schools

support fis: familiesinschools.org/donate

213.201.3900
1545 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 700
Los Angeles, CA 90017
www.familiesinschools.org  
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